MINUTES OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES
MARCH 5, 2024

The Presidential Primary Election was held on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at the Public Safety Building, 194 South Street, Plainville, Massachusetts, Norfolk County. The polls were open from 
7:00 AM-8:00 PM.  
Prior to this day, Early Voting in Person was held at the Plainville Town Hall on Saturday, February 24th, and Monday – Thursday, February 26-29th where 133 voters cast ballots.  No excuse Early Vote by Mail was an option for this election, and absentee ballots were also mailed to those who qualified and applied by the deadline.
At 5:20 AM, the Fire Department cleared the Fire Bays. Set-up of the polls began by the Town Clerk’s office, the Facilities Department, and the Town Administrator. Officer Scully met Town Clerk Cynthia Bush at Town Hall to oversee the secure transfer of ballots and tabulators to the polling location.
By 6:00 AM, the Wardens, Clerks and Inspectors began arriving. The following election officials were sworn in to their faithful and impartial performance of duty by the Town Clerk:


PRECINCT ONE

Name			      		Position			Party			

Danielle Hoitt				Warden			Unenrolled
Maureen Garron			Clerk				Republican
Patricia Stein				Inspector			Unenrolled
Patricia Levesque/Lynn Bernier	Inspector			Unenrolled
Jack Frassa				Inspector			Unenrolled
				

PRECINCT TWO

Name			      		Position			Party	

Brenda Watkinson			Warden			Unenrolled
Patricia Stewart			Clerk				Unenrolled
Carol Lerch				Inspector			Unenrolled	
Fran Whittenberger	    		Inspector			Unenrolled
Susan Hartshorn			Inspector			Unenrolled	
			


PRECINCT THREE

Name			      		Position			Party	

Judy Pike				Warden			Unenrolled
   	Claire Stafford		    		Clerk				Unenrolled
     	Susan Haines		    		Inspector			Republican
     	Jean MacDonald			Inspector			Unenrolled
     	Sydney Freeman			Inspector			Unenrolled	


Specimen Ballots, Instructions to Voters, the Voters Bill of Rights, and Warrants were prominently displayed in all precincts. 

Officer Scully inspected each precinct’s ballot boxes with the Warden and Clerk, confirming all compartments were empty. The Image Cast electronic tabulators were then powered on and tapes showing the zero-ballot count were printed. One copy was posted on the wall for public inspection and the second was left attached to the machine.  Next, the blank ballots were counted by the precinct Clerks and distributed to the Inspectors at 6:45 AM.

The polls were declared open at 7:00 AM by Town Clerk Cynthia Bush, and there were a few residents waiting in line to vote. The Police Officers on duty throughout the day were Officer Scully, Seargeant Gallerani, Seargeant Cohen and Detective Fontes. There were no problems during the election. Traffic was steady, and lines were minimal. It was a rainy day, and the election workers made sure the public knew to please keep their ballots dry.

There were 34 inactive voters who needed to complete affirmations prior to voting, ten total spoiled ballots, and no provisional ballots cast. All ballots were processed through the tabulator apart from one hand count each in precincts 2 and 3. 180 absentee and early vote by mail ballots were processed at the polls by the Wardens and Clerks according to established protocols. 
 
At 8:00 PM Town Clerk Cynthia Bush closed the polls. 

Two copies of the election day results tapes were printed from each tabulator, and the tabulators were then powered down.

Next, the advanced processing memory cards were inserted into the corresponding precinct tabulator, and the tabulators were turned back on.  Two copies of the results tapes from advanced processing were printed from each tabulator, and the tabulators were then again powered down.

The Wardens and Clerks began tallying and recording write-in votes, and the Inspectors began the ballot reconciliation process, all in the presence of Seargeant Fontes and open to observers.  Seargeant Fontes assisted with opening the ballot boxes and ensuring all ballots had been removed for counting.

At 9:45 PM the election tallying for all precincts was completed. 

The totals were as follows: 

	
	Precinct One
	Precinct Two
	Precinct Three

	Election Day/In Person
	373
	415
	479

	Advanced Processing     
	308
	318
	324

	Total Votes
	681
	733
	803


						 
The total number of ballots cast on election day was 1,267. The total number of ballots advanced deposited and then tabulated on election night was 950. The total number of votes cast was 2,217 representing 29% of Plainville’s 7,590 registered voters.

All election materials were packed up and returned to Town Hall, and the unofficial results 
were posted to the Town of Plainville website on the Town Clerk’s Election page. Official results followed on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. 

The Town Clerk extends her appreciation to our dedicated Election Workers, Assistant Town Clerk Marianne Nicastro, Principal Clerk Danielle Hoitt, the Facilities Department, the Fire Department, and Town Administrator Brian Noble, whose collective efforts ensured a smooth execution of the Presidential Primary. 

Attest:


Cynthia J. Bush 
Town Clerk


